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Constitutional Revision Committee on this sugpestion n*
trying to provide some recreation where probably there is
the greatest need and that 1s around Nmaha.

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: The Chair recognizes Senator ‘lewe
ENATOR NEWELL: Mr. Speaker, members of the Terislature,
rise to once again reiterate that the situation in terms
of Lonergan Lake 1s one that the urban area desperatelw in
need of recreational facilities. We have an energcv ~risis
that we are all aware of and those facilities are cooine

to have to be located closer and closer to where the neonle
are. Thils facility, Lonerean Lake, 1is roins to be vurchaser
by the cost 2.2 million which H!"D is askine for it, is roinec
to be, or whatever purchase price that is manaced hv the
NRD, 1s goling to be paid by the YNatural Resource District

of the Omaha, Douglas County, Sarpv County and “ashinrton
County taxpayers. Most of those are urban taxpavers. Tt
15 a very conscicus decision by the Natural Resource Nistriet
in Omaha to say that, or the Natural Resource Nistrict in
eastern lNebraska, to say that they are concerned and conscinus
of the problems of the urban taxpayer. Those neorvle should
have some benefit from the Natural Resource Nistrict leris-
latlion also. The Natural Resource District lerislatiocn,

as you all remember, those of you that were here and voter

on that legislation, has a prime responsibility of recrea-
tional facilities. MNow it is kind of funny for me, an

urban senator, to sit over here and listen to Senator Schmit,
who has recreational facilities in his distriet, tall abou+
how Omaha ought to be development and his district ourht

to be parks, and I think that is a prettv sad situation and

I see Senator Lamb's concern, Senator Lamb with one of the
largest peographical areas in the State of ‘lebraska, with
numerous parks and recreational facilities, and his concern

is tnat maybe the 340,000 for development and oneration a*
Lonergan Lake, the $40,000 1is going to svohon off substan-
tial amounts of money from his parks and recreational
facilities which are substantial, numerous and expansive,

and I think that is a very selfish, self centered attitude

on the Senator's part. 7T think the situation is clear.

We are offering, the NRD 1s offerine to purchase this anAd

give it to the State of Nebraska. It is a rood investment.

If 'lebraska just turned around tomorrow and sold the vro-
oerty, they could get more ronev than what thev are roinc 4o
have to pay for it because of the provisions that nublic
entities have an opportunity to buy this proverty “or wha*
they have into 1t. And so I think it is an excellent inves+-
ment, not only for the taxpayers of the pgreat State o
llebraska, but also for the citizens of the urban area and

I think that 1t 1s important that we should move on this.

We should pass it today. The time frame in which we are
working is limited. We need some decisions. We need to

get these other public bodies moving. HI'D is not ecoins

to hold this land up forever. Ve have got to move on it,

and to refer it to committze, to waste time or just *o
vote 1t down is a travesty of justice and I think that
Senator Lamb's propcsal is exactly that and T hate to
reiterate one more time that Senaztor Lamb's concern zbou
the cost and development is rather unfair.
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SPEAKER LUEDTXE: The Chair recosnizes Senator Titzrerald.

SENATOR FITZGERALD: Mr. Speaker and fellow members and
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